Tea Ceremony





Tea Ceremony is a way of entertaining guests by preparing powdered green tea according to an established order. 








  Possibly the ceremony was first introduced as a means of settling feudal disputes. It is held in cha-shitsu, a small Japanese room, usually surrounded by a carefully designed garden. It is usually a thatched-roof structure with plain plaster walls, whose several openings, placed at different heights and filled with shoji (sliding panels of  wooded lattice covered with paper), admit a soft, diffused light. 





Cha-shitsu 





The room is usually about nine feet square or smaller. When the guests are summoned they enter through a small nijiriguchi or "kneeling" entrance, which is about 2 1/2 feet square. The fact that guests must crawl into the room is intended to inculcate humility in all who enter or thought to have served the purpose of preventing them from concealing a sword under their robes. 


The tea ceremony begins with the host's bringing the tea utensils into the room and offering the guests special sweets. The host prepares the tea, following a precise and intricate sequence of movements. 


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            


The host puts a little powdered tea in a bowl and then adds water that has been heated over a charcoal brazier. The tea is whipped to a froth with a bamboo whisk and then the tea bowl is passed to the guest. The bowls are valued for their heat-retaining properties and the way in which they fit the hand as well as for their appearance. 


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            


The various utensils (the teabowl, tea caddy, water container, boxes, plates, and iron tea kettle) have been carefully selected by the tea master and are often of great age. The tea drinking is followed by a discussion and appreciation of the qualities of the utensils. 


                                                                                                                                                                                          


Introduction





Tea Ceremony is known as one of Japanese cultural traditions. Although SEN Rikyu, who established the foundation of so called tea ceremony, mentioned that Chanoyu, Chado, or tea ceremony was only making and drinking tea, many people have been attracted by the ceremony. In a tea gathering or a tea party, a host and a guest can share a sense of togetherness in a small tea house. A host and a guest are not usually expected to talk physically but spiritually, while in an English-styled tea party, people are expected to talk each other physically.





In the eighth century, the custom of drinking green tea was brought from China to Japan by a monk. Asa result, the custom of drinking tea in Japan was popular among mainly monks at that time. In the twelfth century, Eizai, a Japanese monk, presented tea to MINAMOTO Sanetomo, a general, the custom spread to the samurai class. Then, the custom became popular among citizens in the fourteenth century. At that time, MURATA Shuko was spiritually awakened by Zen, and he found the Buddha's thought in the way of making and drinking tea. That is, any book didn't have the Buddha's thought but life including making and drinking tea had. TAKENO Jouo developed Shuko's idea, and SEN Rikyu finally established the foundation of Chado, or tea ceremony in the sixteenth century.





The basic idea of Chado, or tea ceremony, which Rikyu mentioned about, is expressed by four Chinese characters, WA, KEI, SEI, and JAKU. WA means harmony, KEI means respect, SEI means purity, and JAKU means tranq
